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MBCB  completes  Clinton  land  purchase 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 
Editor 


Dehmer  and  Dinkins,  ana 
The  Mississippi  Baptist  shortly  afterward  authorized 
Convention  Boara  (MBCB)  has  Futral  to  enter  into  negotiations 
completed  the  purchase  of  to  purchase  the  land. 

28.  16  acres  of  undeveloped  ''It  was  a  wonderful  day  and 
land  adjacent  to  Camp  a  positive  thing  that  Mississippi 
Garaywa  in  Clinton,  according  Baptists  could  acquire  the  28 
to  Jim  Futral,  MBCB  executive  acres  of  forest  land  adjacent  to 
director-treasurer.  Camp  Garaywa.  For  many 

The  land,  one  of  the  few  years  now  there  have  been  van- 
remaining  undeveloped  par-  ous  negotiations  and  discus- 
cels  in  that  portion  of  Clinton,  sions  in  an  attempt  to  at  least 
appraised  for  $760,320,  and  acquire  a  buffer  zone  to  protect 
was  purchased  for  $600,000,  the  camp  and  retreat  setting  that 
Futral  said.  makes  Garaywa  so  special," 

The  funds  to  purchase  the  Futral  said, 
site  came  from  the  board's  "During  that  process, 
operating  reserves  and  will  not  because  of  the  thoughtfulness 
have  an  effect  on  MBCB's  day-  of  the  Dehmer  ana  Dinkins 
to-day  operations,  reported  families,  the  convention  board 
Barri  A.  Shirley,  MBCB  associ-  was  able  to  acquire  acreage  that 
ate  executive  director  for  will  in  time  provide  great 
resource  services.  opportunities  for  Kingdom 

Shirley  said  the  purchase  blessings  and  potential 
involved  no  indebtedness,  and  growth,  he  added. 

MBCB  will  be  listed  as  the  No  plans  have  been  formu- 
owner  on  the  deed.  lated  for  use  of  the  land. 

"I'm  extremely  pleased  that  Shirley  pointed  out  that  the 
the  board  was  able  to  secure  the  timber  on  the  land  —  a  mix- 
property  for  79%  of  its  actual,  ture  of  pine  and  hardwoods  — 
appraised  value,"  Shirley  will  serve  as  a  buffer  between 
pointed  out.  the  50-year-old  Girls  in  Action 

The  land  was  purchased  state  campground  and 
from  siblings  Joe  T.  Dehmer  encroaching  commercial  and 
and  Diane  D.  Dinkins,  who  residential  development, 
inherited  the  land  from  their  "Given  the  rapid  develop- 
father  when  he  passed  away.  ment  of  the  property  surround- 
The  convention  board  was  ing  Camp  Garaywa  over  the  last 
first  approached  about  pur-  few  years,  this  purchase  is  really 
chasing  the  land  in  the  early  a  once-in-a-lifetime  opporturu- 
1990s,  but  negotiations  failed.  ty,"  said  Kay  Cassibry,  executive 
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Aerial  view  of  MBCB  land  acquisition  in  Clinton 


sanctuary  to  commit  their  lives  Bonnie  Witherall's  death,  they 
to  Jesus  Christ  in  memory  of  wrote  about  the  beginning  of 
the  slain  missionary.  Ramadan,  Muslims'  holy 

"Who  wants  to  come  up  and  month  of  fasting,  in  Lebanon, 
say,  Bonnies  life  won’t  be  in  "It  is  all  they  have  ever 
vain  because  I'm  willing  to  do  known,  and  they  feel  that  this 
what  I  need  to  do  to  usher  in  the  possibly  will  give  them  favor 
kingdom  of  God?"'  he  asked.  with  God,"  the  Witheralls  wrote 
In  Lebanon,  about  400  peo-  about  Muslims  who  fast  each 
pie  filled  a  small  chapel  at  the  day  from  sunrise  to  sunset, 
clinic  where  Witherall  helped  Pray  for  us  this  month  that 
provide  prenatal  care  to  we  might  be  able  to  communi- 
Palestinian  women  from  a  cate  the  freedom  of  Christ  and 
nearby  refugee  camp.  the  amazing  grace  of  the  cross!" 

Witherall  who  grew  up  in  they  asked  in  the  newsletter. 
Vancouver,  had  just  opened  the  In  Lebanon,  Sidon  legislator 
clinic  when  she  answered  the  Bahiva  Hariri,  a  sister  of  Prime 
door  and  was  shot  three  times  Minister  Rafik  Hariri,  and  local 
the  head  by  a  lone  gunman.  Christian  Maronite  clergymen 
Witherall’s  death  profoundly  offered  condolences  to  Gary 
-  •  ~  •  Witherall  and  stayed  for  part  of 

the  one-hour  service,  The 


Worshipers  in  two  very  differ-  Christian  Missionary  and 
lent  parts  of  the  world  gathered  •  Alliance  of  Colorado  Springs,  Co. 
in  enurches  Nov.  24  to  .  r— 
memorialize  Bonnie  ]| 

Penner  Witherall,  31, 
the  evangelical 

Christian  missionary  *  ^  '  g./ 

who  was  shot  to  death 
Nov.  21  in  southern  t 1 W;  % 

Lebanon.  '  j  v  Jwfcjj 

Witherall,  31,  and  ,'3P| 

her  husband,  Gary, 
attended  New  Song  Witherall 

Community  Church  in  , ,  . 

northeast  Portland  before  they  think  my  wifes  death  was  a  . 

moved  to  the  seaport  city  of  waste...  but  we  believe  that  Vancouver,  had  just 
Sidon,  Lebanon,  two  years  ago.  coming  here  with  the  message 

The  church  supported  them  of  Jesus  would  never  be  a 

financially  and  on  Nov.  24  waste.  It  is  a  message  worth  in 

prayed  for  Gary  Witherall  in  the  laying  our  lives  down  for"  Gary  .  _  ,  .. 

wake  of  his  wife’s  death.  Witherall  said  during  a  eulogy  impacted  the  Portland  commu- 

The  Witheralls  were  members  reported  in  The  Oregonian  nity,  and  The  Oregonian  mermv 

of  a  Baptist  congregation  in  newspaper.  nalized  her  death  in  an  editorial. 

Lebanon  fdieh  Baptist  New  Song’s  pastor,  Richard  In  Witherall  Wanderings,  a 

Church  in  Sidon,  and  partnered  Probasco,  encouragki  worship-  newsletter  that  the  couple  this  week 


What's  in  the 
Record 


U.S.  and  Lebanese 
officials  have  not 
identified  a  suspect  or 
released  information 
about  what  motivated 
the  attack,  but  investi¬ 
gators  believe  that 
Witherall  was  killed  in 
retaliation  for  trying 
to  convert  Muslims  to 
the  Christian  faith. 

"So  many  people 
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The  imperative  of  Christians 
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Week  of  Prayer  for 
International  Missions 

and 

International  Mission  Study 

Dec.  1-8, 2002 

Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering 

Offering  goal:  $125  million 


Witherall's  worqs 
lies  the  impera¬ 
tive  of  Christians, 
and  certainly 
Southern 
Baptists.  The 
message  of  Christ 
is  indeed  worth 
the  laying  down 
of  our  lives. 

Not  many 
American 
Christians  will 
ever  be  called 
upon  to  die  for 
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the  Kingdom,  but 
as  we  enter  this 
Week  of  Prayer 
for  International 
Missions  and  the 

emphasis  period  for  the  Lottie  Moon  essary,  to  bring  a  lost  world  to  salvation. 
Christmas  Offering  for  International  They  deserve  our  prayer  support  and  OUf 
Missions,  let  us  be  aware  —  very  aware  —  financial  support. 

that  there  are  over  5,000  Southern  Baptist  As  we  move  toward  the  celebration  of 
missionaries  who  are  willing  to  make  the  our  Savior's  birth,  may  Mississippi 
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Guest  Opinion 


W asked  me,  "What  is  the 
passion  of  your  life?"  I  could 
readily  articulate  my  sense  of 
purpose  or  what  I  perceived  to  be 
Cod's  will  for  my  life.  I  could  talk 
about  my  personal  desires, 
dreams  and  visions,  but  this 
question  gave  me  pause. 

I  am  passionate  about  my 
family.  Occasionally  I  have  been 
quite  passionate  in  rooting  for  a 
favorite  team  at  a  sporting 
event.  1  have  been  known  to 
express  passion  for  our  missions 
task,  but  does  this  represent  the 
passion  of  my  life? 

Is  there  a  compelling  force, 
filled  with  emotion,  driving  my 
decisions,  focusing  my  attention, 
energizing  my  actions,  motivat¬ 
ing  my  behavior  toward  a 
desired  accomplishment?  Or  do  I 
just  live  life  as  it  comes,  accepting 
whatever  may  result? 

God's  passion  is  that  all  thepeo-  (NASB):  "God  be  gracious  to  us  _ _ 

pies  of  the  earth  would  know  Him  and  bless  us.  And  cause  His  face  obligation  because 

and  praise  Him.  It  is  expressed  in  to  shine  upon  us  —  that  Thy  way  < 

the  book  of  Revelation  when  those  may  be  known  on  the  earth.  Thy  motivated  to  obedience  only  Him.  Mai 

without  number  from  every  tribe,  salvation  among  all  nations."  when  we  come  into  such  a  tela-  riflcial  de 

people,  tongue  and  nation  would  Should  not  God’s  passion  be  tionship  with  God  that  we  know  and  resin 
worship  Hun,  for  He  atone  is  wor-  ours  as  well?  Is  anything  other  than  His  heart  and  share  His  passion  give  out 

thy  of  all  praise  and  worship  and  God's  glory  among  the  nations  not  The  only  motivation  that  someday 
honor  and  glory.  self-centered,  self-serving  and  will  take  us  on  that  «hnrKterm  i. 
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kk  uoa  s  passion 

\ 

By  Jerry  Rankin,  president 
International  Mission  Board 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 


in  missionary  service  is  a  pas- 
sion  for  God  and  His  passion 
for  the  nations, 

Can  you  not  sense  God's 
grief  in  being  deprived  of  the 
worship  He  is  due  and  longs 
for  across  the  Muslim  world? 
Does  He  not  have  a  passion  for 

.  ,  .  ,  -  the  multitudes  of  Buddhists 

>e  exalted  to  leave  the  glories  of  heaven  in  striving  for  their  eternal  de*- 
1  be  exalt-  order  to  provide  redemption  lor  a  tiny  through  their  own  good 
^kctedin  He adkd  Israel  to  tell  of  works,  knowing  nothing  o"  His 

■  j  n  £ :  .  8*°^  amor*g  the  nations  and  provision  of  redemptive  grace? 

ed,  all  the  has  commissioned  us  to  extend  the  His  passion  to  reach  the 
am  God,  kingdom  of  God  by  making  disd-  Karakafpak  in  Central  Asia, 
pies  of  all  peoples.  the  Tuareg  in  West  Africa  and 

son  God  Missions  is  not  driven  simply  the  Yi  people  of  China  is  what 
l,e?  ““  bX,f  burden  for  a  lost  world.  We  nailed  Jesus  to  the  cross  and 
m  67:1-2  will  not  go  to  the  ends  of  the  raised  Him  from  the  grave, 
earth  out  of  a  sense  of  guilt  or  Will  we  share  that  passion? 

V"  ,  ■  w®  were  Let  us  seek  God's  passion 

commanded  to  do  so.  We  will  be  that  all  peoples  may  know 

mnhoa hiH  In  ,  vU.a.-I 1  A  A  . .  rA  tl i./i .  . 
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Muslims  recognized,  encouraged  in  China 

—  Fwm  ftil  appearances,  the  Despite  the  lax  approach  to  a  dren.  Now,  he  spends  his  tim< 
WW  MP|e,  the  VV*>ng  family  looks  like  millions  usually  rigid  religion,  there  is  a  working  on  eternity.  Five  time: 


Wwg  family  fiwir  real  of  other  families  in  China.  Bu 
oam4vi  Uwglte  ami  talks  They  peel  back  the  Chinese  appear 
tease  eaebmher  as  their  elderly  ance,  and  you  find  the  sami 
mother  hrio^s  a  dish  of  note-  Muslim  devotion  expressed  ii 
dies  from  the  kitchen,  otii^r  parts  of  the  world. 

4  |^>»psf4ks  fly,  diving  ink)  the'  More  than  22  millior 

sk'annn^  hnl  howl,  Muslims  live  in  China.  The  reli 
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rnlund  . 

and 

f***  Hk  HHdjps  MUSLIM  DEVOTION-"’—  Peel  back  the  Chinese  appearance,  and  you'l 
”***,  Udesl  sott  Muslims  in  China  have  the  same  devotion  expressed  by  Muslims  in  other  parts 
and  men  disap-  wor|(j.  Christian  researchers  say  Chinese  Muslims'  strong  cultural  tie  to  Islam 
pears,  !  he  son  m4jn  ()4rrjpr  keepjnttTh«n>  from  coming  to  Christ.  (BP  pnoto) 
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grabs  his  hat  and 
ruslies  out  the  door. 

A  few  doors  away,  a  young 
Chinese  man  steps  up  to  a 
mierophone  He  belts  out  a  gut¬ 
tural  song  much  different  than 
the  karaoke  bis  peers  perform 
just  down  the  street,  It  is  an 
Arabic  call  to  prayer 

The  freshly  scrubbed  father 
appears  out  of  nowhere  and 
turns  west  with  the  other  old 
men,  fating  the  very  distant 
dty  of  Mecca,  As  the  last  notes 
of  the  song  disappear,  the 
eldest  son  enters  the  mosque  to 
lead  hundreds  of  men  in  the 
third  prayer  of  the  day, 


Senate  chaplain  retires 

»ASHINCTON  (BP)  -  U.S.  Senate 

kin  Lloyd  Ogllvie  is  leaving  his  position 
With  his  seriously  ill  wife.  OgUvie*  retire- 
will  be  effective  March  15  and  will  mark 
lose  of  eight  years  as  the  Senate  s  61st 
Ain.  His  decision  was  made  in  response 
severe  lung  ailment  afflicting  his  wife 
Jane,  that  resulted  in  her  transfer  to  a  Los 
lies  respiratory  hospital  in  October.  She 
een  hospitalized  for  seven  months.  After 
_ tcovery,  the  Ogilvies  plan  to  remain  in  Los 

a _ _ _ I _ n - - - h - lL «  mLmmLIm1*  MAflt  CV>iliMn  *7*)  can f<vl 


Ivie,  72,  served 
rian  Church  in 


Hollywood,  Calif,  In  announcing  his  departure,  Senate  Majority 
Leader  Tom  Daschle,  a  Democrat,  and  Republican  leader  Trent 
Lott  of  Mississippi  praised  Ogilvie  s  service.  Daschle  said  m  a 
written  release  CfcUvie  has  tx*n  "a  real  source  of  strength  and 
comfort  to  countless  members  of  the  Senate  family,  from  senators 
to  staffers  to  elevator  operators."  OgUvie  has  been  toe  watchful 


In  historic  fashion,  Louisiana  Baptist  Convention  messengers  vote  to 
exclude  members  of  churches  sympathetic  to  homosexuality  from  partic¬ 
ipation  in  key  areas  of  state  convention  life. 


Midi  a  man  of  God  ministering  to  our  Senate  family,"  Lott 
in  a  written  statement.  The  Senate  chaplain  not  only  is 
msible  for  toe  opening  prayer  each  day  in  toe  chamber,  but 
ovides  spiritual  care  for  the  senators,  their  families,  and  their 
\,  OgUvie  leads  separate  weekly  Bible  studies  for  toe  sena¬ 
tor?  spouses,  and  their  staffs.  All  sessions  of  toe  Senate  have 
opened  with  prayer  for  more  than  200  years.  The  first  Senate 
id  Its  first  chaplain  in  1789.  OgUvie  has  written  more  than  40 
a.  including  Quiet  Moments  With  God,  a  book  of  his  prayers 


Grady  Nutt,  a  comedian  and  highly  visible  Southern  Baptist  on  the  rise  in 
the  entertainment  world,  dies  in  a  private  plane  crash  near  Cullman,  Ala. 
Nutt  is  survived  by  his  wife  Eleanor  and  two  sons.  Perry  and  Toby. 


The  State  Baptist  Music  Festival  comes  to  a  successful  close  in  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  of  First  Church,  Jackson,  with  a  sacred  concert  presented  by  a  350-voice 
mass  chorus  composed  of  vocal  easembles  from  every  section  of  the  state. 


m'wMgai^vVdinth.  Senate. 
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do  to  help  equip 
\C 

Graham  said  it  is 


wioni 


l  "You  know  we 
argument  becai 
are  in  Christiai 


Hn  looking  at  whethe?  the 
Christian  schools  might  serve 
culture  at  a  time  when  there  j 
of  teachers  and  classroom  sp 
said.  "Absolutely." 


Missions  Mobilization  celebrates  volunteers 
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Editor 


Supporters  of  Mississippi  Baptist  volun¬ 
teer  missions  efforts  gathered  November 
15-16  to  recognize  the  volunteers  behind  the 
missions  ana  prepare  for  future  endeavors. 

While  2002  was  technically  the  first 
Missions  Mobilization  Celebration,  the 
event  was  previously  known  at  the 
Partnership  Missions  Celebration. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board's  Partnership  Missions  Department 
changed  its  name  earlier  this  year  to  the 
Missions  Mobilization  Department  (MMD). 

Ken  Rhodes  remained  as  director  of  the 
newly-named  department  —  and  the  depart¬ 
ment's  mission  also  remained  the  same. 


MOBILIZING  TO  WITNESS 
—  Ray  Huff  (second  from  left) 
listens  as  his  wife  Fay  (second 
from  right)  describes  their 
recent  volunteer  mission  trip  to 
an  unreached  city.  The  Huffs 
spoke  at  the  2002  Missions 
Mobilization  Celebration 
Banquet,  held  November  1 5  at 
First  Church,  Jackson.  Looking 
on  are  banquet  co-hosts  Karen 
Ivy  (left),  Baptist  Student  Union 
director  at  Holmes  Community 
College  in  Goodman,  and  Ken 
Rhodes,  missions  mobilization 
director  for  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  in 
Jackson.  (BR  photo  by  William 
H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


anyone  can 
volunteer 


5° 

mis- 


"Our  message  is  that 
anywhere,  anytime,  for 
sions,"  Rhodes  said. 

"The  Celebration  was  very  upbeat; 
everybody  is  ready  to  go,"  he  added. 

Conferences  in  the  Baptist  Building  in 
Jackson  on  November  16  included: 

•  Ukraine  volunteer  missions  led  by 
Thomas  and  June  Nolen,  former  fieldside 
coordinators  of  the  Mississippi/Ukraine 
Baptist  Partnership  Mission  Project. 

•  North  America  volunteer  missions  led 
by  Paul  Harrell,  MMD  contract  consultant 
for  the  Maryland /Delaware  partnership; 
and  Ken  Lyle,  MMD  contract  consultant 
for  Impact  Northeast  ministry. 

•  Mississippi  strategies  of  mobilization, 
led  by  Rhodes. 

The>day  began  with  a  continental  break¬ 
fast  and  a  devotion  by  Jimmy  Albritton  of 
Picayune,  retired  former  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Zorr,  La. 

Testimonies  included  Ray 
Spence,  members  of  Union 
Picayune,  who  volunteered 
unreached  city;  and  Hal  Bates, 
Collinsville  Church,  Collinsville,  who  will 
travel  to  Toronto,  Canada,  on  an  upcoming 
volunteer  mission  trip. 

On  the  evening  or  November  15,  a  spe¬ 
cial  banquet  was  held  in  Fellowship  Flail 
West  of  First  Church,  Jackson,  to  recognize 
Mississippi  Baptist  missions  volunteers. 

Yvonne  Bruce  of  Dallas,  a  retired 
International  Mission  Board  missionary 
who  is  now  involved  in  volunteer  mis¬ 
sions,  was  the  keynote  speaker. 

She  described  the  excitement  surround¬ 
ing  a  volunteer  missions  effort  in  which 
she  is  currently  involved  that  is  making 
impressive  inroads  with  an  unreached  peo¬ 
ple  group. 

Bruce  s  husband  Joe  is  partnership  mis¬ 
sions  coordinator  for  the  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  Texas. 


Ann  Stone,  a  mem 
of  Mantee  Chui 
Mantee,  was  chosen 
Mississippi  Bap 
Volunteer  of  the  Year 

Banquet  goers  w 
also  treated  to  testimoi 
from  a  number 
Mississippi  Baptists  v 
have  completed  voluni 
mission  trips,  includin; 

•  Buddy  and  M 
Keel,  members  of  Herit 
Church,  Lucedale,  v 
volunteered  in  Kenya. 

•  Clay  Leavell,  pai 
of  New  Hope  Churcl 
Greene  Association,  , 

his  wife  Jenn 
of  whom 1 
unteered  in 
unreached 
that  was  unide 

fied  in  order  to  MISSIONARY  TO  MISSIONARY  —  Nan  Sugg  (right)  mission- 
protect  ministries  ary.jn.residence  along  with  her  husband  Rob  at  First  Church, 
located  there.  Jackson,  discusses  missions  with  retired  Southern  Baptist  mis- 
Ray  and  Fay  sjonary  Yvonne  Bruce  of  Dallas.  Bruce  was  the  keynote  speaker 
Huff,  members  of  at  t^e  November  1 5  Missions  Mobilization  Celebration  Banquet 
New  Zion  Church,  at  pjrst  church,  Jackson.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
Crystal  Springs,  v 

who  volunteered 

Ivy  recently  returned  from  a  summer- 
long  volunteer  mission  trip  to  unnamed 
countries  southeast  Asia.  Her  trip  was 
sponsored  by  the  Missions  Mobilization 
Department. 

Sheri  Engle,  a  member  of  Okahola 
Church,  Purvis,  was  the  soloist  for  the 
banquet. 

Mississippi  Baptist  volunteer  missions 
efforts  are  funded  by  the  Mississippi 
Cooperative  Program  and  the  Margaret 
Lackey  State  Mission  Offering. 

For  more  information  on  volunteer  mis¬ 
sions  opportunities,  contact  Rhodes  at  P.O. 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3239  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  239.  E- 
mail:  krhodes@mbcb.org. 


in  an  unreached  city. 

•  Ron  Holmes,  youth  minister  at 
First  Church,  Louisville,  who  led  a 
youth  mission  team  to  Ukraine. 

•  Clark  and  Valerie  Rumfelt,  who 
will  be  leaving  in  January  to  enter 
missions  service  in  Toronto,  Canada. 

The  group  also  heard  taped  reports 
from  Jimmie  Wood  of  First  Church, 
Pearl,  who  is  serving  as  the  interim 
director  of  missions  for  the  entire  state 
of  Maine;  and  Bob  Sanderson  of 
Waynesboro,  who  is  serving  as  interim  pastor 
of  Tolland  Church  in  Connecticut. 

Rhodes  and  Karen  Ivy,  Baptist  Student 
Union  director  at  Holmes  Community 
College  in  Goodman,  served  as  co-hosts  of 
the  banquet  program. 


SBC  President  Graham  presses  plea 
for  Christian  ' Kingdom  schools ' 


and  Pat 
Church, 
in  an 
pastor  of 


PENSACOLA,  Ha.  (BP)  —  Carefully 
suggesting  a  less  "legalistic”  approach  to 
education.  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  President  Jack  Graham  said 
Southern  Baptists  can  make  a  difference  at 
all  levels  of  education,  not  just  at  tire  col¬ 
lege  and  seminary  level. 

"The  world  is  too  much  with  us  and  so, 
while  we  are  not  trying  to  cocoon  our  chil¬ 
dren,  we  don’t  want  to  put  our  children  in 
a  position  to  fail,"  Graham  said  in  a  Nov.  11 
interview  with  the  Florida  Baptist  Witness, 
"and  I  think  Christian  schools  put  children 
in  a  position  to  succeed  spiritually." 

Graham  is  pastor  of  Dallas-area 
Prestonwood  Church  in  Plano,  and  is  serv¬ 
ing  his  first  term  as  SBC  president. 

He  first  issued  a  call  for  planting  new 
"Kingdom  schools”  during  an  address  to 
the  SBC  Executive  Committee  Sept  16  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.  He  said  his  call  for 
churches  and  associations  to  establish 
Christian  schools  is,  in  part,  a  response  to 
the  Empowering  Kingdom  Growth  (EKG) 
initiative  approved  by  messengers  to  the 
2002  SBC  annual  meeting  in  St.  Louis. 

"Kingdom  schools  are  not  a  reaction  to 
public  schools,"  Graham  said  in  the  inter¬ 
view.  Instead,  he  emphasized  that  the 
choice  of  public  education,  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  or  nomeschooling  should  be  a  "mat¬ 


ter  of  prayer"  for  each  parent  "as  it  fits  the 
need  and  the  place  in  life  for  that  child." 

"There  are  many  wonderful  public 
school  teachers  and  coaches,"  said 
Graham,  voicing  support  for  what 
Southern  Baptists  can  ao 
them  to  be  salt  and  light" 


arena. 


or 


whether 
in  public 
world/ 
to  man- 


that 


date. 


of 
the 

there  is  a  shortage 
classroom  space,  Graham 

Him  »  ui«  wnuie  purpose.  To  train  a 
new  generation  of  leaders  to  make  a  dif¬ 


ference...  To  develop 
of  young  dynamic 
stand  their  faith,  w 
municate  their  faith 


a  new  generation 
eaders  who  under- 
ho  are  able  to  com- 
and  to  live  their 


faith  in  whatever  their  career  or  calling 
may  be,"  Graham  said. 


* 
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Christian  singer  Bebo  Norman  'not  typical 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Bebo  stretched  me  in  healthy  ways  that  were 
Norman  is  not  your  typical  Christian  artist,  outside  my  limits,  but  now  I've  sprung 
He's  a  guy  who  might  be  more  prone  to  talk  back  and  landed  in  a  place  where  I  feel 
rather  than  sing  at  nis  concerts.  like  an  adult  as  a  songwriter. 

Norman  goes  beyond  the  superficiality  "These  new  songs  express  the  things  I 
of  the  industry  and  is  not  afraid  to  go  want  to  share  more  than  ever.  My  goal  with 
beyond  the  basics  of  Christianity  --  as  so  this  album  has  been  to  portray  myself  as 
many  modern  Christian  pop-artists  have  a  accurately  as  possible." 
reputation  of  doing.  In  a  music  market  There  is  nothing  out  of  the  ordinary 
where  the  success  of  an  artist  is  often  mea-  that  will  surprise  listeners,  and,  if  they 
sured  in  the  number  of  different  names  of  like  his  original  work,  they  should  be 
God  he  or  she  can  reference  in  a  song,  pleased.  Norman's  infectious  melodies 
Bebo  has  dared  to  plunge  into  a  world  of  and  choruses  have  never  been  better, 
unanswered  questions  and  awareness  of  instantly  catching  my  attention  and  hold- 
who  and  what  God  really  is.  j  ing  it  to  the  last  note.  Songs  such  as 

From  Norman's  beginnings  with  nis  Failing  Down  and  Our  Mystery  are  prime 
first  independent  project  The  Fabric  of  examples  of  Norman's  increased  song- 
Verse,  he  managed  to  sell  more  than  writing  abilities. 

45,000  copies,  one  of  which  landed  into  The  technicality  of  Myself  WhennJ  Am 
the  hands  of  Caedmon's  Call.  As  a  result.  Real  is  yet  another  factor  that  makes  the 
Caedmon’s  Call  extended  Norman  an  project  a  success. 

invitation  to  join  their  next  road  trip.  Ed  Cash,  the  producer  of  all  three 

He  was  the  first  artist  to  sign  onto  Norman  releases  and  his  longtime  friend, 
Watershed  Records,  started  by  Cliff  Young,  does  a  wonderful  job  of  providing  soft  and 
Caedmon's  founder  and  the  son  of  Ed  underlying  accompaniment,  which  includ- 
Young,  pastor  of  Second  Church,  Houston,  ed  guitars,  cello,  and  simple  percussion, 
Norman's  latest  release.  Myself  When  I  without  overproducing  anything. 

Am  Real,  was  released  on  Essential  Records.  Summing  up  the  project,  Norman  said,  "I 
After  releasing  a  more  pop-dominated  feel  like  I've  landed  in  a  good  place  musi- 
Big  Blue  Sky  as  compared  to  the  soft  and  cally  on  this  record,  partly  because  I  think 
folk-influenced  debut  of  Ten  Thousand  I've  grown  up  a  little  as  a  songwriter,  and 
Days,  many  of  his  fans  wondered  what  the  production  represents  that, 
path  he  would  take  on  his  latest  project.  "We  left  a  good  deal  of  space  in  the 
Myself  When  I  Am  Real  blends  both  songs,  which  lends  itself  to  my  acoustic 
styles  into  a  creation  that  proves  background,  but  I  don’t  think  we  sacri- 
Norman's  talent  as  a  musician.  ficed  the  fullness  that  production  can  and 

"This  project  is  a  medium  between  my  does  bring  to  a  record, 
last  two  albums,"  Bebo  said  in  a  press  "To  me  it's  a  perfect  balance  of  where 
release.  "Musically,  Big  Blue  Sky  I've  come  from  and  where  I  am,"  he  said. 


Norman 


Handling  Hostility 


‘Directions 


Biblical  City 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


angry,  taking  a  gun,  ana  shoot-  H 
ing  someone.  Im  not  talking 
about  getting  angry,  jumping 
in  your  car,  and  using  it  as  a 
lethal  weapon  to  run  over  someth 
somebody  or  something.  No,  ignore 
the  study  focused  on  what  ages.  It 
anger  does  to  the  person  who  history 
is  angry.  Hostility  —  boiling,  of  socit 
seething,  stewing,  ongoing  fabric 
anger  can  kill  the  person  who  human 
carries  it  around  with  them.  God-cn 
The  study  focused  particu-  in  the  i 
larly  on  what  hostility  does  to  Him,  e 
the  heart.  It  revealed  that  peo-  express 
pie  who  stay  upset  all  the  time  pay  lii 
are  far  more  likely  to  have  a  guideli 
heart  attack  than  the  person  Lorn 
who  remains  calm.  Some  peo-  ever  a 
pie  stay  ruffled  up  about  anger 
everything:  traffic,  weather,  a  murde 
tree  being  cut  down,  a  tree  done  o 
being  planted  that  blocked  er  for 
their  view,  the  temperature  in  work  c 
the  office,  a  fellow-worker  not  The  stu 
carrying  their  share  of  the  pie  nee 
load,  a  raw  deal  in  a  business  anger 
venture,  a  statement  by  a  hearts 
politician,  a  companion  that  is  lives.  1 
fate,  coffee  that  is  too  strong,  the  Bib 
or  a  child  crying  at  church.  All  of  our 
of  these  and  a  hundred  more  just  fill 
things  can  set  them  off  and  directh 
create  a  slow  bum  that  may  we  nee 
last  for  hours  or  days.  Prover 

Of  course,  pre-moderns,  or  says,  "1 
post-moderns,  or  neo-mod-  isoette 
erns,  or  mo-moderns  have  got  he  that  ruleth  his  spirit, 
to  reinvent  the  wheel,  study  he  that  taketh  the  city. 


The  sixth  annual  Biblical 
City  at  the*,  Pittsboro 
AgriCenter  ip  Calhoun 
County  will  be  held  on  the 
evenings  of  December  5-7. 

Visitors  ,tq-  Biblical  City, 
which  is  sponsored  by 
Calhoun  County's  Christian 
churches  and  civic  organiza¬ 
tions,  will  walk  through  70 
scenes  of  a  community  in  the 
time  of  Jesus  Christ,  culminat¬ 
ing  in  His  crucifixion  and  res¬ 
urrection.  Event  organizers 
estimated  that  more  than 
10,000  people  attended  last 
year's  Biblical  City. 

There  is  no  admission 
charge,  but  donations  are 
accepted.  Gates  open  at  6 
p.m.  and  close  at  8:30  p.m. 
each  night.  Biblical  City  is 
held  indoors  and  is  handi¬ 
capped-accessible.  A  shuttle 
bus  will  also  be  provided. 

Groups  planning  on  bring¬ 
ing  busloads  and  those  need¬ 
ing  additional  information  are 
encouraged  to  call  the 
Calhoun  City  Chamber  of 
Commerce  at  (662)  628-6990 
or  (662)  637-2257. 
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Transforming  Tragedy  into  a  Legacy 


The  Mississippi  College  Gospel  Choir,  and  caroling. 
Naturals^  will  present  Hot  chocolate  will  be  servecL 
Christmas  with  the  Naturals 

Dec.  5-7.  The  program  will  be  Tom  McLaughlin  has 
held  in  Anderson  Hall,  B.C.  served  as  Baptist  Student 
Rogers  Student  Center,  MC,  Union  Director  at  Mid-Delta 
Clinton.  The  program  will  Community  College  since  1981 
include  traditional  holiday  and  will  be  moving  to 
favorites  such  as  Winter  Northwest  Community 

Wonderland,  White  College  to  serve  as  BSO 

Christmas,  an  audience  Director  effective  in  January. 
Carol-Sing,  and  will  close  Mid-Delta  Association  will 
with  a  not-so  traditional  honor  McLaughlin  with  a 
arrangement  of  the  reception  at  the  BSU  on  the 
Hallelujah  Chorus  from  MDCC  campus  Dec.  8  from 
Handel's  Messiah.  2:30-4  p.m.  Friends  and  stu- 

For  more  information  dents  are  encouraged  to  write 
regarding  tickets  for  the  din-  letters  for  a  remembrance  book, 
ner  and  show,  or  the  Festival  Mail  letters  to  Nancy  Parker, 
of  Lights,  call  (601)  925-3856.  P.O.  Box  48,  Sunflower,  Miss. 

38778,  by  Dec.  2. 

The  Mississippi  College 

Baptist  Student  Union  will  The  Mississippi  College 
host  the  Lighting  of  the  Quad  Department  of  Music  will 
on  Dec.  3  at  6:45  p.m.  Each  hold  the  Festival  of  Lights  on 
person  will  be  able  to  partici-  Dec.  5-7.  The  program  begins 
pate  in  a  special  candle-light-  at  7:30  p.m.  in  Provine 
ing.  The  celebration  will  Chapel,  MC,  Clinton.  Tickets 
include  a  reading  of  the  can  oe  purchased  at  the  door, 
Christmas  Story,  drama  from  or  bv  calling  the  Music  Office 
Cross  Section,  music  from  the  at  (601)  925-3440. 


The  GAs  of  Ellistown  Lakeshore  Church,  Jackson, 
Church,  Blue  Springs,  collected  will  hold  a  Live  Drive-Thru 
aluminum  cans  throughout  the  Nativity  Dec.  19-21->-from  6:30- 
year  to  be  recycled.  With  the  8:30  p.m.  on  Thursday,  6:30-9 
money  earned  and  the  help  of  p.m.  on  Friday,  and  6-9  p.m.  on 
other  church  members,  383  items  Saturday.  Admission  is  nee  and 
were  sent  to  missionary  Doug  all  are  invited. 

Chanco  to  use  with  the  Seaman's 

Ministrx  in  S.n  .mn.ili,  C  .a  Algoma  Church.  Algoma, 


20  and  21  from  6-9:30 
p.m.,  rain  or  shine. 
Admission  is  free. 


Palestine  Church, 
Harrisville,  recently 
honored  their  senior 
citizens  with  a  special 
program  and  dinner. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Irene  Hales,  Jamie 
Bowering,  Pernecie 
Welch,  and  Miriam 
Matthews. 


1  he  senior  adult 
choir  of  First  Church, 
Calhoun  City,  will 
perform  Let  Earth 
Receive  Her  King  on 
Dec.  1  at  6:30  p.m.  The 
The  Ovett  Community  Praise  Team  and  Cnildren's 
Christmas,  Ovett  Ballfield,  will  Choir  will  perform  Dec.  8  at  11 
be  held  on  Dec.  14  beginning  at  4  a.m.  and  The  Engells  will  Present 
p.m.  Churches  may  set  up  their  Carols  by  Candlelight  at  6:30 
refreshments  and  tables  at  3:30 
p.m.  Any  special  music  is  wel¬ 
come  and  cnildren  should  bring 
an  ornament  to  leave  on  the  tree. 

Please  bring  your  own  chairs.  For 
more  information  or  to  sign  up 
for  refreshments,  call  (601)  344- 
7599,  (601)  344-7209,  (601)  344- 
7120;  contact  Ovett  Christmas, 

Mike  King,  P.O.  Box  204,  Ovett, 

39464;  or  email  mikc@c-gate.net. 


GAs  of  Ellistown  Church,  Blue  Springs 


First 
Church, 
Gautier,  will 
honor  Billy 
R.  Williams, 
pastor,  and 
nis  wife 

Rebecca, 
with  a 

retirement 
reception  on 
Dec.  22  from 
2-4  p.m.  They  will  reside  in 
Jackson. 


Williams 


Mississippi  College  Naturals 


God's  word  instructs  us  to  excel  in  the  grace  of 
giving.  Carl  and  Doris  Dew  are  truly  examples  of 
this  grace.  When  their  son  Paul  was  killed  in  an  accident, 
the  Dews  wanted  to  honor  their  son's  memory  and  help 
meet  the  needs  of  their  home  church,  Highland  Baptist  '  .'ijjjKdiBh 
m  »'  ck sburg.  Their  pastor,  Brian  Ivey  directed  them  to 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation.  flHHHIH 

By  establishing  the  Paul  Dew  Memorial  Trust  with  the  Foundation,  their 
pastor  knew  the  Dews’  wishes  would  be  fulfilled.  They  transformed  a 
tragedy  into  a  trust  that  will  glorify  God  by  providing  for  His  work.  With 
scholarship  funds  for  Highland  Baptist  students,  funding  for  missions 
and  even  income  going  to  the  church,  Paul  Dew’s  memory  continues 
and  impacts  many,  even  beyond  his  lifetime. 

God  was  able  to  work  even  through  Paul’s  death.  Because  of  the  grace 
of  Carl  and  Doris'  gift  and  the  forethought  of  their  pastor,  this  gift  will 

strengthen  and  support  the  individuals  _ 

and  the  ministries  of  Highland  Baptist  AMBF 

Church  for  years  to  come.  THE  ^iSSiSSippi  baptist  foundation 


Senior  Citizens  of  Palestine  Church,  Harrisville 

Highland  Church, 

Meridian,  will  hold  their 
g  Singing  Christmas  Tree  Dec.  5 

__  ancf6  at  7  p.m.,  and  Dec.  7  and 

Y  8  at  both  4  p.m.  and  7  p.m.  For 


Our  services  include: 

Planned  Giving 
Charitable  Trusts 
Security  Gifts 
Gift  Annuities 
Investing  for  your  Church 
Wills  that  Work 
JJte  Pooled  Income  Fund 


Holly  St>rings  Church, 
Foxworth,  will  hold  Hanging  of 
the  Green  on  Dec.  1  at  11  a.m. 
Sunday  School  will  be  at  10  a.m. 
and  the  nursery  is  provided.  The 
Youth-Collegiate  Choir  will  be 
presenting  The  Noise  We  Make, 
drama  and  musical,  on  Dec.  1  at 
6  p.m.  A  fellowship  will  follow. 
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